The posters, playbills and photographs here assembled represent
an Iinfinitesimal fraction of the theater produced at Duke, whether
by student groups, outside professionals working in Duke venues
or academic departments. Nonetheless they trace how theater on
campus has evolved. The original Trinity College charter in fact
forbade theater. But as in other antitheatrical times and places,

It persevered and even flourished. By 1915 touring companies
regularly presented on campus.

Amateur theater’s emergence into prominence is owed to Helen
Cantrell, a student, and Gladys Gross, a chemistry professor’s
spouse who became Duke’s first de facto instructor of theater.
The success of their pioneering club was vertiginous: within a few
years It had more members than any other campus organization
and was folded into the English department. Under Professor
Alfred West, who came to Duke from the North Carolina College
for Women, the group was transformed. No longer a student
club, “Duke Players” had its programming steered by West and
supported by his “Play Production” course — the first in technical
theater to be offered by the university.

After West’s death arrived Kenneth Reardon, who worked with
Trinity Dean Herbert Herring to enshrine theater as an academic
subject. Reardon oversaw the building of a scene shop and theater
In Branson Hall on East Campus; Herring doubled the theater
faculty to two. Multiple courses were tied to the production season,
mimicking the approach at other universities. All the same, a 1958
Planning Committee Report called Duke’s investment “lamentably
iInferior” to its peers and recommended an arts center and a more
robust arts curriculum. The plan went unrealized.

DEPARTMENT of
THEATER STUDIES

But successes were on the horizon. Leveraging from a report that
Implored Duke to “accept ... the arts as respectable intellectual
pursuits,” the newly hired John Clum, together with other sympathetic
English professors, inaugurated a Drama Program followed by a
major. Reardon’s Duke Players evolved again into a student-run
club operating alongside faculty professionals, including more
technicians and acting teachers.

Eventually, under the leadership of Richard Riddell, Theater Studies
became its own department.

Today its faculty is larger than ever, with an endowed chair of
playwriting joined by equally sized cohorts of acting professors,
stage designers and theater historians. In other words, the
department has never more fully bridged creative to humanistic
study or more fully synthesized theory and practice. Even as it
celebrates Duke’s centennial and the fiftieth anniversary of the
mayjor, then, this exhibit urges us to imagine the still-stronger
century ahead.

Duke

R. Darren Gobert
Chair, Department of Theater Studies

Calderdn’s Life Is a Dream, directed by Darren Gobert 6" e
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A Chinese Play, Done in a Chinese Manner
By George C. Hazelton and Benrimo
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A FAMOUS REVIVAL!

The Taurian Players Present

T'o Inaugurate Their Freshly Renovated and Greatly Improved

NEW TAURIAN GRAY-ROOM

On Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday Evenings
February 15, 16, 17. 18, 1928, at 8:30 p.m,

BLACK-EY’D SUSAN

or: ALL IN THE DOWNS

In Two Acts and Several Scenes (The curtain will be drawn once in Aect 1.)
A noulical Drana of pathos and gaiety, of suffering and surprise, written by Douglas JERROLD,
the *Surrey Shakespeare”; based on the well-known ballad by the author of “The Beggar's Opera™;
hrst performed 26th Jan., 1829 at the Swurrey Theatre, London, and later repeated with enormotus
success at the Adelphi and elsewhere; but not known to have been publicly performed in America
since 1838 with a new PROLOGUE specially written for this performance by Mr MITCHELL.

Personae Dramatis

BLACK-EY’D SUSAN - Miss EDWARDS
The Heroine
Doggrass - Mr Zinunerman

WILLIAM - Mr MENAKER
The Herc

Gnatbramn - Mr K

A villain, Uncie to Susan
Hatchet - Mr Ravford

A capfam and a rogue

A Tover of parts
Jacob Twig - Mr Cotion
A young bailiff
Lt Pike = Mr Lucas
Ploughshare - Mr Glassie

Raker - Mr Martin

First Mate, also a rogue

Admiral - Mr Kisig

Dolly Mayflower - Miss FPitt

Friend to Susan
Blue Peter '
Seaweed > i { : Sailors
Juid s

Mr Miller

Mr Rodrigues
_'}'11' Beall
CAPTAIN CROSSTREE - Mr ROPER

A villainous lover
Captains Messrs: Glassie, Martin, Angle, Acheson
IR el e | il e Misses Pillow, Zachary, Caldwell, Shull

The Music, besides the original ballad of “Black-Ey’d Susan” by Mr. Richard Lewveridge, has been chosen
from popular songs of an hundred years ago: and is performed by Miss McInroe (at the piano) and Mr.
Hulme (at the violin). During the 1st Act Miss Edwards and Mr, Menaker will each sing “Black-Ey'd
f'.'"w_usan”. Mr. Reper will sing “Cease Rude Boreas”. Mr. Miller assisted by other members of the cast will
sing several songs of the period.

The Direction and Mounting of the Play are By Mr ROPER and Mrs GROSS

o i COMMITTEES
DEEEHCRE Costume

Miss Fulton
Miss Jenkins
Miss Moyle
Miss Taylor
Miss Conner
Mr Waingate
Mr Bridgers

Lighting

Mr Hardin
Mr Martin

Mrs Graoss, Director
Mt Roper, President
¥iss Weber, Sccretary
Mr Peele, Treasurer
Mr Cotton, Press Agent

The Chotce of Plavs
Dr Baum Miss Weber
Mrs Gross Miss Kaufiman
Dr Hubbell Miss Jennetle
Miss Weber Miss Johnson
Mr Roper Miss Glasson

Make Up

Scenery
Mr Coble
Mr Bradburn
Mr. Rodrigiecz
Mr Culbreth
Mr Joyner

THE TAURIAN PLAYERS wish to express their appreciation of the work done
by their various committees in the preparation of this play, and their gratitude to
Dr GROSS, to Miss GREEN (of the Durham Herald), to Mr BARRY (of the
Durfiam Sun), and to many ether friends who have aided them in sundry ways.

Between Act I and Act 11 coffee will be served in the Lobby of the Theatre. At which time Associate Mem-
bers are requested to cast their votes for the choice of two plays to be performed before the Season closes.

1924

Taurian Players integrate

Into the Department of
English, which introduces
study of theater for first time

1927

Taurian Players begin
producing in “Little Theater”
In West Duke Building as well

as Duke Auditorium
(now Baldwin Auditorium)

Ferenc Molnar’s The Swan, directed by Gladys Gross
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Interior of Page Auditorium

duke players

present

“stage door”

by

edna ferber and geo. s. kaufman

directed by

a. t. west and john gamsby

october 27 and 28

nineteen hundred and thirty-eight

page auditorium -

1930

Page Auditorium opens
and becomes a popular

venue to present touring
Broadway productions

“Duke Players and “Pop” West

Cast of Phillip Barry’s Hotel Paradise, directed by Alfred West

S
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1930

Replacing Gross,
Alfred West joins
Department of English as

Director of Taurian Players
and offers four theater
courses per year, including

technical theater

DUKE PLAYERS PLAYBILL

OUR TOWN

By THORNTON WILDER

DIRECTED BY

A. T. WEST

Asst. Director HERBERT JAFFEY

DUKE. ==
PLAYER3

Thursday and Friday

October 26 and 27, 1939

PAGE AUDITORIUM
EIGHT-THIRTY

1931

West makes first
unsuccessful attempt to

start a Department of Drama
and re-establishes Taurian
Players as Duke Players

Taming of the Shretw

Saturday, May 2nd, 1931

U




DUKE' UNIMERSITY N

Kenneth J. Reardon

1947

West dies and is replaced

by Kenneth Reardon,
Duke Players’ second director
(retired 1980)

e, Fri. April 21-22

DUKE PLAYERS PRESENT

THE PLAYBILL
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1949-1950

Branson Hall remodeled
as a theater with a scene
shop and inaugurated
with a production of
Moliere’s The Miser
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The Duke 1 @ 5 @

PLAYBILL

PAGE AUDITORIUM e OCT. 31 - NOV. 1, 1957 = 8:15 P. M.

Cast of Hoof ‘n’ Horn’s Belles and Ballots

1950

Victor Michalak
joins the faculty
(retired 1979)

Ohe Duke

1955

Productions tied to
curriculum for first
time under Michalak

& & & o6 o6 o6 o o o

OF
THE SHREW

1957

Dale Randall
IS hired to teach

Renaissance drama
(retired 1999)

Planning Committee
recommends an Arts Center,
finally built in 2018

Wesley Players’ production of
Jean Anouilh’s The Lark,

directed by Art Brandenburg




duke pla vyers

i present

Thornton Wilder’s The Skin of Our Teeth, directed by Kenneth Reardon

oct. 2526
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Branson Theatre December 1 eserbations: Hbone
Cast Campus 8IS 31458101012 -2181 or 6834059

1960

Kenneth Reardon leads second

unsuccessful attempt to start a
Department of Drama

BRANSON
318l

DUKE PLAYERS
MUSIC DEPT.

TICKETS 1.50
~ ON SALE 19+h

THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY

WED .DEC.8-SUN..DEC.I2 ~ 815
SAT. MAT. »r 2:00

catt 3181 BRANSON AUDITORIUM TickeTs 1.50

"THE WORLD WILL BE IN A SORRY WAY WHEN IT
CLOSES ITS EYES AGAINST THIS RAINBOW — SEAN OQ'CASEY
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S T S " . A -
PR D 1 @y
; ey ‘EEE:‘
1 e = \'.,!:?h
L- 1 N | "_I' ::; |r~rl.
) I . " FHE |_j]
] r - '

OCTOBER 20 "*’% & 27
5 P.M. EACH EVENING BRANSON THE
cket 0 On Sale C 10 at Page Of
Duke Students $3.00
General Public $3.50

1966

John Clum hired by
Department of English

and pulled into theater
discussions
(retired 2011)

Shakespeare’s Richard I,
directed by Kenneth Reardon
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G.B. Shaw’s Heartbreak House,
directed by Earl McCarroll

GEORGE BERNARD SHAN 3
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A FANTASIA IN
THE RU3SIAN

MANNER ON | ® O
ENGLISH THEMES

FRI, 5AT, SUN.
AFRIL 20, MAY |,2
MARAY 7.8,

RESERVATIING -484-3181

PLAYERS

1971

Duke Players re-integrated into

~

department with professional
technical director

THEATRE

WYz 622z 2091130 Nms

m RRANSON

1972

Clum begins third

attempt to establish a
Department of Drama

‘VIJ. Bm:mTheatre

\‘i’ Thursday Thm hS nday » Oct. and Oct. 18-21
"“h 1+~ Reservations: 684-405%e Pa x Offices Branson TI'I.I!IHI‘E

1974

Drama Program established within

Department of English, offering
courses in acting for the first time

e
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January 1975

Major in Drama
established

i

Kurt Vonnegut’s

Happy Birthday, Wanda June,
directed by Ken Eulo and

assisted by Charles Randolph-Wright




Shakespeare’s Hamlet, directed by Jack Young

Duke Players presents

by Peter Shaffer
April 14-18 & 20-24, 1982 at 8:15pm.

Tickets on sale at Page Box Office 684-4059 for MC/VISA sales
All seals Gen. Adm. $4.00/$3.00 with Duke student 1.D.

Plecse note that Equus is recormmended for moture oudiences and that iate-comers may Nnot be able 1o be seate

BY
WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE

1986-2007

Broadway Previews,

later Theater Previews,
brings professional shows
to Duke for tryouts

THI DUKE UNIVERSITY DRAMA PROGRAM PRESENTS
THE DUKE PLAYERS' PRODUCTION OF
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Moliere’s The Miser,
directed by Jody McAuliffe

1982

Actor and director
Jeff Storer joins
the faculty

FARAMU

PRESENTS:

Tickets:
$2.00 GENERAL
cADMISSION
AVAILABLE AT
PAGE BOX OFFICE
AND AT DOOR

FRI. April 11
8:15p.m.

‘PAGE AUDITORIUAM
‘DUKE UNIVERSITY

1987

Director Jody McAuliffe
joins the faculty
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OCTOBER 19 - 28
Raucous comedy from DUKE DRAMA
R.J. Reynolds Industries Theater, Bryan Center

Tickets: Page Box Office, 684-4444
Adult: $6 Student/Senior Citizen: $4

Neal Bell’'s McTeague, directed by Jody McAuliffe

Lighting designer Richard
iddell joins the faculty
(retired 2023)
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. Actor Ellen Hemphilll -
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. joins the faculty )
° (retired 2022 '
Tony Kushner’s The lllusion,
directed by Jeff Storer
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Tony Kushner’s Angels in America, directed by Jeff Storer

2003

Theater Studies addition
to Bryan Center opens

Gl Dul&-é.Un-i-versity Department of .~ =
- . Theater.Studies presenfs
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AWAKENING i
THE PLAY
e i BY.. FRANK
> CDIRECTED
=% 2. BY JEFF STORER

" . S THEATER STUDIES FACULTY
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Caryl Churchill’s Cloud 9, directed by Jeff Storer

- ' 3
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2009

Professor of English

Sarah Beckwith joins
the department

Eugene lonesco’s Exit the King,
directed by Ellen Hemphill

Euripides’ Trojan Women, directed by Ellen Hemphill

Change from program
to Department of Theater
Studies under Richard Riddell,
who IS succeeded as
chair by John Clum

2003

A DUKE DEPARTMENT OF THEATER STUDIES WORLD PREMIERE PRODUCTION

By Neal Bell Directed by Jody McAuliffe

THEATER STUDIES FACULTY THEATER STUDIES FACULTY

April 5-7 & 12-14 at 8:00 pm
April 7 & 15 at 2:00 Pm

Sheater Theater STUDENTS & SENIOR CITIZENS — §7
Bryan Center, Duke University Tickets: University Bax Office, 919.684.4444 or www.tickets.duke.edy

-

2006

Playwright Neal Bell
joins the faculty

’

»

2009

Scenic designer and puppet artist
Torry Bend joins the faculty
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Torry Bend & Howard Craft’s Dreaming, directed by JaMeeka Holloway
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Stephen Flaherty, Lynn Ahrens and Terrence McNally’s Ragtime,

directed by Jeff Storer

DUKE THEATER STUDIES PRESENT

NOVEMBER 8-18TH SHEAFER THEATER, BRYAN GEN

DIRECTED BY ELLEN HEMPHILL

2018-2019

Theater scholars Esther Kim Lee and
Darren Gobert join the department,
which hires Thom Quintas as its
Director of Theater

Wole Soyinka’s The Beatification of Area Boy,
directed by Jody McAuliffe



November DEPARTMENT of
10 - 12 and 17 - 19, 8pm Duke ‘ THEATER STUDIES
13, 2pm THEATERSTUDIES.DUKE.EDU

$10 General Admission
von der Heyden Studio Theater TICKETS.DUKE.EDU

. 2022 .
: Actor Johann .
e o000 000 00 Montozzi-Wood and theater o
: scholars Ryan Donovan .
- and Douglas A. Jones, Jr. -
. join the faculty .
: : Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, directed by Jonathan Cullen
: 2023 :
..‘.‘.“.“‘..3 Cgstumedes|gner : :ooooooooooooooonooocooo:
o Hannah Haverkamp . X X
. and lighting designer . . .
X Bill Webb join the faculty X : :
. . . Audio, video, and projection A A A R
. . : designer Ethan Eldred :
®© © © © © © © © © © © © © 0 © 0 06 0 0 0 o o ° JOlnSthefaCUIty °
Credits
This exhibit was designed by
Miel Creative based on research
conducted by Carolyn Branch,
v Cynthia Bunn, Ryan Donovan,
'y Darren Gobert, Ani Karagianis and

Scot Smoot, who in 1980 wrote a
7/0-page history of the role of theater
INn Duke’s academic curriculum.

For their assistance, thanks are offered
to John Clum, Katja Hill, Carl Martin,
Austin Powers, Thom Quintas and

Jeff Storer.

Sarah Ruhl’s Eurydice, directed by Jules Odendahl-dames
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